
Sexual abuse and sexual violence information  

from Rape Crisis and IICSA 

Rape 

The legal definition of rape is 'penetration with a penis of the vagina, anus or mouth 

of another person without their consent'. 

Sexual assault by penetration 

In law, penetration of another person's vagina or anus with any part of the body other 

than the penis, or with any object, without their consent is defined as 'sexual assault 

by penetration'. This crime carries the same sentences as rape. 

Consent  

In law, sexual consent is when we agree by choice, and have the freedom and capacity 

to make that choice. 

That means that someone cannot give their consent when they are: 

• scared or threatened 

• bullied 

• very drunk or under the influence of drugs 

• asleep 

Sexual harassment 

Sexual harassment is any unwanted behaviour of a sexual nature that makes you feel 

distressed, intimidated or humiliated. It can include or be called sexualised bullying.  

Sexual harassment can include: 

• someone making sexually degrading comments or gestures 

• your body being stared or leered at 

• being subjected to sexual jokes or propositions 

• e-mails or text messages with sexual content 

• physical behaviour, including unwelcome sexual advances and touching 

• someone displaying sexually explicit pictures in your space or a shared space, 

like at work 

• offers of rewards in return for sexual favours 

Sexual or indecent assault 

Sexual or indecent assault is any physical, psychological and emotional violation in 

the form of a sexual act, inflicted on someone without their consent.  

Sexual assault can involve forcing or manipulating someone to witness or participate 

in sexual activity. Sexual assault doesn't have to involve other physical violence or 

weapons 

 

Child sexual abuse 

Sexual abuse of children involves forcing or enticing a child or young person to take 

part in sexual activities. The activities may involve physical contact and non-contact 

activities, such as involving children in looking at, or in the production of, sexual 

images, watching sexual activities, encouraging children to behave in sexually 

inappropriate ways, or grooming a child in preparation for abuse including via the 

internet. Child sexual abuse includes child sexual exploitation. 
Independent inquiry child sexual abuse 

https://rapecrisis.org.uk/ 

https://www.iicsa.org.uk/ 
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